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the debates, these very intimations connected with petitions against the 
national defences. If they do this, what are toe to do? Why, the very 
next time that one of these members comes and asks for a vote, let us 
laugh at him, and say, " Oh v oil !" I shall do so, and he cannot blame me 
for following his own example. 

The man that thinks force right on his part, must think it right on the 
part of his neighbor, and, when had recourse to, the strongest must pre- 
vail. Is not that the lion and the tiger principle ? Why do we not adopt 
the war principle amongst ourselves? Why do we settle our differences 
in courts of law ? Just because we prefer arbitration; and all that we 
ask is, the extension of this principle to nations. Tell your Foreign Sec- 
retary, that you do not want his services unless he is able to keep the 
peace. If you had a police-constable always getting into rows, you would 
discharge him ; and I would say to Lord Palmerston, or any one else 
holding the office of Foreign Secretary, "You are my servant, — I pay 
you, — and. if you cannot keep the peace, I have no further need of your 
services." I would counsel the Members of Parliament who represent 
our principles, not to be talking against army and navy estimates, but to 
bring in a bill making it part and parcel of the Constiiution to seek for 
arbitration in all national differences; and, if Government do not carry it 
out, let them stand exposed to the impeachment they deserve. Let this 
be done, and the Society will then pursue its work with the prospect, nay, 
with the certainty of success. 

Rev. James Long, Episcopal Missionary from Calcutta. — I have seen 
the benefits conferred by the Peace Society both at home and abroad ; and 
I regard it as eminently calculated to promote the glory of God, and the 
good of men. I rejoice to have an opportunity of co-operating, as a cler- 
gyman of the English Church, in the designs of so noble and excellent a 
Society. I have labored among Hindoos for eight years, a large number 
of whom have renounced idolatry, and are fully acquainted with English 
literature; but their greatest objection to the reception of Christianity is the 
warlike spirit manifested hy those who profess it. They read the history of 
England, and then tell us, " You say that Jesus Christ taught his disciples 
to love their enemies ; but we find that you English Christians have been 
engaged for hundreds of years in killing the French, and other nations!. 
Your history abounds with scenes of blood, which are approved of by 
your best and even your religious writers, while your clergy offer thanks 
to God, as if he were a God of blood, like our Kale, when you gain a bat- 
tle." They say, moreover, that since England put her foot in India, a 
century ago, there has been nothing hut war; and I am sorry to say I 
cannot contradict them. This objection to the reception of Christianity 
is the most difficult to answer of any I have to deal with. I have for 
twelve years been advocating the principles of this Society; and as long 
as I have breath and strength, I will continue to advocate them. 



OBJECTIONS TO WAR RULERS. 

OK FIFTEEN REASONS WHY A "WARRIOR OUGHT NOT TO BE A LEGISLATOR. 

During the late elections in England, the friends of peace there circu- 
lated in hand-bills and placards, the following "fifteen reasons why a 
warrior ought not to be a legislator." We can endorse these reasons as 
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valid, and rejoice that they are far less needed here than in England, where 
no small part of their legislators are military men, a proportion incom- 
parably greater than ever in this country. 

" 1. Because Civil Government is an ordinance of God, designed for the 
welfare of the human family. 

2. Because human life which warriors undervalue and destroy, is pre- 
eious in the sight of the Almighty, and can be rightly taken away only by 
Him who gave it. 

3. Because laws founded on mercy and truth, are consistent with Scrip- 
ture, and are found to be conducive to the safety of the country. 

4. Because military men do not deny the evils of the war system ; and 
while they seek to palliate them, their legislation is insufficient to check 
its great wickedness. 

5. Because warriors are seldom the sincere friends of civil and religious 
liberty. 

6. Because the burdens of the country are already enormous, and are 
increased by the votes of these men who are more ready to add to, than 
to diminish them. 

7. Because they have a direct interest in placing the country in diffi- 
culties, and thereby hazarding a collision with other powers, and are con- 
tinually liable to mistake their own feelings for the direction of the na- 
tion's will. 

8. Because their measures, if closely examined, will be found tending 
to the degradation of the human mind, and the absolute submission of the 
many to the ruling few. 

9. Because civil legislators seek the interests of the country, while 
military men are intent upon their own aggrandizement, of which we have 
many examples. 

10. Because their influence in the Senate tends to debase the laws of 
the country ; and we may read in the Times newspaper, May 17th, 1847, 
the following sensible remarks: — "It cannot be concealed that the mer- 
chants, manufacturers, and tradesmen, are not sufficiently represented in 
the government, or even in the legislature of the country. Anti-commer- 
cial jealousy has hitherto excluded them from their due share in the man- 
agement of public affairs." 

11. Because the essential spirit of military law is despotism, contrary to 
the Divine Will, and inimical to the best interests of mankind. 

12. Because (luring the last thirty years of peace, a gradual change for 
the better has been diffused through the kingdom ; while any sincere 
lover of his country would rejoice to hear of some measure having for its 
object the social, moral, and political welfare of the people, which has 
been prepared and introduced by a warrior into either of the houses of 
legislature during the above period. 

13. Because a frequent agitation of the question, 'Can a warrior be a 
legislator?' will be a means of drawing attention to the great inconsis- 
tency of such men having a voice in making the laws; they being ready, 
at the command of mistaken duty, to sever every obligation of humanity 
and religion for the accomplishment of their purpose. 

14. Because the oft-repeated assertion of warriors, that 'preparation 
for war is the surest means of preserving peace,' is not true in fact, being 
refuted by their own conduct while in active service. The patriotism of 
which they boast, is a heathen virtue, and has not so much influence with 
them as to induce them to serve their country on the voluntary principle. 

15. Because aibitration as a substitute for war is becoming well under- 
stood, and is more Christian, just, rational, and humane, for the settlement 
of international disputes than an appeal to arms, and, when adopted by 
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the nation, to its great advantage will supersede the necessity of martial 
legislators to increase the interests of the army and navy; while their ab- 
sence from the halls of legislation will be found beneficial to the country, 
and will hasten the completion of that prophecy which is to be fulfilled, 
'Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war any more.' ; ' 

How far these reasons are applicable just now to ourselves, we leave 
every reader to judge ; it is ours to state and enforce correct principles, 
and then leave men to their own responsibility before God for a right ap- 
plication of them. How pertinent these reasons are to Great Britain, will 
be seen in the fact, stated by one of her ablest men, that in 1845, there 
were "in the House of Commons two admirals, one general, one lieuten- 
ant-general, 7 major generals, 22 colonels, 32 lieutenant- colonels, 7 ma- 
jors, 67 captains, 12 lieutenants, and 2 cornets, making a total of 152 naval 
and military officers," in one branch of the British Legislature, while in 
the other there is a still more decisive and overwhelming preponderance 
of war influences. In the whole kingdom there "are scarcely half a 
dozen aristocratic families, some members of which have not an interest 
in keeping up the war system. For example, some field-officers receive 
more than $30,000 each per annum ; 198 unattached general officers re- 
ceive $935,000," or an average of more than $4,700 each; "369 other gen- 
eral officers receive $320,000, and 440 half-pay officers, $2,285,000, while 
543 officers receive in pensions $360,000;" in all nearly $4,000,000 a 
year, besides some 100,000 pensioners, more than nine-tenths of whom 
are bantlings of war, its privileged, or worn out and cast off servants. 
What an array of hereditary, stereotyped, well-nigh incorrigible influences 
to sustain and perpetuate the war system! Such is the result to which 
■we are fast tending, and shall in time come, unless we arrest very soon 
the war-spirit of our people. 

As to the presidential nominations of the two leading parties among us, 
they both cater pretty much alike to the supposed war-spirit of the people. 
One party takes for its candidate the chief leader of our armies for the 
first year in Mexico ; and the other selects two generals, one the com- 
mander-in-chief of our forces at the close of the same war, and the other 
of all men the most inclined and most likely, should he be chosen our 
next president, to plunge us into wars compared with which our conflict 
with Mexico has been the merest children's play. Alas ! are we never to 
be cured of this blind, brutal passion for war? 



A WARNING TO POLITICIANS: 

OR STATESMEN SUPERCEDED ET SUCCESSFUL WARRIORS. 

The North American Review, a quarterly independent of party politics, 
reads a bitter lesson to ambitious politicians in the following strain : — 

" Perhaps the lesson which the history of Liberty in the Old World 
proclaims from all its pages, and which is repealed again and again in the 
New, will at last be received. When politicians bring on war, they must 



